I n 1970, Victoria Schuck reported in PS on female participation at our annual meetings from 1959 to 1969. Ever since 1972 I have written on the gender participation balance at our annual meetings, at first as a letter, later as a regularly appearing note in this publication. This fall is the thirty-seventh time I reported to the association membership about the tally. (Since I retired at the end of the 2007-08 academic year, I hope someone else will continue the number crunching.)
As I've noted previously, where women head divisions or panels, there is a greater likelihood of other women being selected for program contributions. Again this year one of the two chairs of the Program Committee was female. In 2008, 23 of the 55 division persons were women (41.8%) (Cf., 1996: 30.06%; 2000: 36%; 2001: 35.4%; 2002: 39.2%; 2003: 48.1%; 2004: 45.6%; 2005: 29.4%; 2006: 31.2%; 2007: 47.2% ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
